
Obituary 

G. H. COLT, M. B., F.R.C.S. 

Mr. G. H. Colt, who, before returning to London in the 

Mid-thirties. Was lecturer in clinical surgery in Aberdeen 

University for a quarter of a century, died at his home 

At Chilworth. Near Guildford, Surrey, on October 26. 

He was 79 years of age. 

  George Herbert Colt was born at Hampstead in 1878. The 

Third son of a barrister and bencher of Inner Temple. 

From Tonbridge School he entered Sidney Sussex College. 

Cambridge. of which he became a scholar. He took a 

First-class in the Natural Sciences Tripos in 1900 and. After 

Receiving his medical training at Si. Bartholomew’s Hos- 

Pital. Where he was awarded a prize, obtained the degrees 

Of M.B. B. Chir. In 1904. Four years later he was admitted 

A Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of England. In 

The Lamcct of September 19. 1903. Mr. (later Sir)D Arcy 

Power reported a case of aneurysm of the abdominal aorta 

Treated by the introduction of silvec wire. With a deseripion 

Of instrumcnts invented and constructed by Colt to facilitate 

The introduction of wire into aneurysms. At that time Colt 

Had yet to take his medical degrees. 

  After graduation Colt held the appointments of house 

Surgeon and junior and senior resident anaesthetist at St. 

Bartholomew’s. Then. Following a senior house-surgeoncy 

At the Derbyshire Royal lnfirmary, he was appointed assis- 

Tant surgeon at Aberdeen Royal Infirmary in 1910. On the 

Outbreak of the first world war in 1914 he was mobilized 

With the lst Scottish General Hospital. And two years later 

Went to Salonika in charge of the surgical division of the 

43rd General Hospital. From November. 1918. To septem- 

Ber.1919. he was officer in command of the surgical division 

Of the 82nd General Hospital at Constantinople. On de- 

Mobilization he returned to Aberdeen. And in 1923 became 

Full surgeon at the Royal Infirmary. From 1910 until 1934. 

When he left Aberdeen. He was also assistant to the professor 

Of surgery in the university. When the British Medieal 



Assoeiation. Of which he was a member for nearly fifty years. 

Held its Annual Meeting at Aberdeen in 1914 he acted as 

One of the honorary secretaries of the Seetion of Surgery. 

  On his return to London Colt became a consultant in 

Surgery. In which capacity he served the Gravesend and 

North Kent Hospital for many years. A man of wide 

Culture. He brought to the instruction of students at Aber- 

Deen critical experience and a mind enriched by a study of 

The history of his subject. As an examiner in surgert for 

Glasgow University he was thorough and fair. For a time 

He also examined in surgery for the General Nursing Council 

Of England and Wales. On leaving Aberdeen he was ap- 

Pointed honorary consulting surgeon to the Royal Infirmary. 

Colt was twice married. His first wife. Formerly Miss 

Hennrietta Dick, who a sister at St. Bartholomew’s Hos- 

Pital.died in 1950. And his second wife in July of this year. 

He is survived by a daughter of his first marriage. 

 

   DAVID LANDSOROUGH, M.D. 
Dr. David Landsborough, who was a pioneer medical 

Missionary in Central Foemosa, died on October 11. 

Never having recovered from injuries received in a road 

Accident on September 3. He was 87 years of age. 

 David Landsborough, who was born on August 3, 1870. 

Was a classical scholar ar Kilmarnock Acdemy. He 

Graduated M.A. at Glasgow University at the age of 20. And 

Then, with his broaner. Went to Edinrurgh to study medieinr. 

The two brothers lived in the traditionally Spartan conditions 

Which were typical of Scotish student life in those days. 

Early on, a prize for physics of ￡50 won by David cased 

Tbcir financial difficulties. In his last year at the university 

He became a member of the Edinburgh Medical Missionary 

Society. He then took his part in the district medical work 

 

左邊 

右邊 

As a “Coogate” doctor in the slums that were then the 

Shame of the city and the field of opportunity for the students 



Attached to the city and the field of opportunity for the students 

C.M. in 1895 he was offered the post of house-surgeon to 

Mr. Alexander Miller at the Royal Infirmary. However, he 

Was persuaded by professoe Hugh Barbour, who took an 

Active interest in the medical missionary work of the English 

Presbyterian church in Formosa, to respond to an urgent 

Call for a medieal man. The young. Inexperienced graduate 

Had been led to believe that the only medical missionary in 

Soutbern Formosa would initiate him into the craftsmanship 

Of operative surgery, but on arrival he found that condi- 

Tions in the hospital were very primitive and thay his senior 

Colleague did very little surgery. 

  R.H.M. writes: when I became a colleague of David 

Landsborough’s many years after his arrival in Formosa I 

Soon realized that he had become a most competent all-round 

Surgeon. And was obtaining results comparable with those in 

Home hospitals. Over the years the lone surgeon-for he 

Soon left the south of the island-had taught himself new 

Techniques, keeping himself up to date with the new editions 

Of standard textbooks. His thesis on vesico-vaginal fistula 

Was accepted for the M.D. degree of Edinburgh University 

In 1925. After acquiring a working knowledge of Chinese. 

Landsborough began medical work in the small market town 

Of Chiang-hoa. In Central Formosa. At first much of his 

Time was spent travelling in the district. On foot or bicycle. 

And he saw huge numbers of patients in the villages and 

Small towns. At length, by adding. And adapting, one room 

And then another to the old native house in which he had 

Started, a hospital came into being. There were no female 

Nurses for many years, and the staff. Who ranked as 

“students” were trained by the missionary. Later, when 

Graduates from the Japanese medical school became avail- 

Able. It was possible to discontinue the student system. Old 

Students told afterwards how at the end of a long dat. During 

Which perhaps 400 patients had been attended to. Their chief 

Would struggle to keep awake as be conducted evening 

Cases. 

Frequent attacks of malaria and dysentery threatened to 



End his career in Formosa, but an exceptionally tough con- 

Stitution triumphed and he was able to complete 41 years 

Service before he retired in 1936. During the years his 

Chinese name ”Lan i-Seng” attained phenomenal renown 

Over the island. Particularly in the central part in which he 

Pioneered Western medicine and cstablished confidence in 

Operative surgery in the face of deeply ingrained prejudice. 

But his memory will be honoured---it is already becoming 

Legendary---for what he was in himself, a belived doctor who 

“never lost his temper” and who diffused kindness as well 

As performing a prodigious number of good deeds. As a 

Medical missionary he was a supreme example of Christianity 

In action. Dr. Landsborough is survived by his widow and 

Son. He had the joy of seeing his son succeed him in the 

Hospital. Now largely rebuilt and modernized. He had 

Founded sixty years ago. 

HAROLD THWAITE. M.B B.S. 
Dr. Harold Thwaite. For many years a consultant 

Physician at Birmingham. Died on Oetober 26 at his 

Home at Lower Kingswood, Surrey. Where he had been 

Living in retirement. He was 74 years of age. 

  Harold Thwaite was born at Birmingham on January 19. 

1883, and was educated at Arden House, Henley-in-Arden. 

And at Cheitenham College. He studied medicine at the 

Birmingham and London universities. Qualifying by taking 

The London Conjoint diploma in 1910 and the London 

Degrees of M.B. S.S. in the following year. He then entered 

Gencral practice at Hampton-in-Arden. Where he became also 

The medical offieer to the local auxiliary hospital during the 

First world war. After the war he returned to Birmingham. 

Where he estsblished himself as a consultant interested in 

Diseases of children and of the heart. From 1915 to 1919 be 

Was acting physician and in 1921-2 physieian to out-patients 

 

 

 

 


